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from here on is like the last five miles of a marathon race five more full days of campaigning the two 
presidential candidates still on their feet one hoping a big tax cut will give him a push across the finish line 
first the other betting that Social Security is his finishing kick NBC's David Gregory is with Governor Bush 
tonight Claire Shipman is in Florida with the vice president David you begin please let me simple top ma 
show you see speaking behind me remains persistent he is fighting for territory his opponent should be 
carrying easily today promises to the Minnesota since 1972 Bush in Minneapolis today promoting his tax 
plan and keeping up the attacks declaring the vice president will spend the government surplus and then 
some expanding the federal government threatening the country's economic prosperity in the process kisses 
the plan of spending without discipline spending without priorities and spending without an end Bush has 
intensified his attacks on the vice president he's accused of scaring voters especially seniors on the issue of 
Social Security Gore charges Bush's plan to allow workers to create individual investment accounts within 
Social Security would be so costly it would force him to cut existing benefits to seniors but in an interview for 
NBC Nightly News Bush warns the system will collapse if nothing is done I've got a cash flow estimate over 
the next 15 years that will that will enable the seniors to be paid and at the same time give younger workers 
for the first time the chance to build up real asset at Bush campaigns here in Minnesota his opponent vice 
president is canvassing Florida territory for the Texas governor that polls show is still very much up for grabs 
my poll which is not ignoring the state this week his parents and his running mate have been canning 
entertaining their mother on his behalf although Bush in stealth plans to return 
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although Bush in stealth plans to return to the state for the final final push this weekend Tom thanks very 
much NBC's David Gregory tonight Florida states still employ even though another Bush Jeb is the governor 
of that state as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now fort of older voters are Al Gore's targets this week and 
Social Security is his big issue Claire Tom Social Security was the buzzword here in Florida today Al Gore 
pushing that message both in Orlando and here in Tampa and of course with a third of the voting population 
here over the age of 60 it can be an effective message the campaign thinks that's why the polls are moving 
in their direction they have a couple of Social Security ads on the air down here questioning Bush's reform 
proposal but Tom on another subject we've also learned that the gore campaign plans to go on the air 
tomorrow with a tougher message it's that commercial we talked about on Monday questioning Bush's 
experience the same time the campaign doesn't want to appear too negative they've been accusing Bush of 
being negative so they weren't exactly handing this commercial out today but we got a hold of it he 
squanders the surplus on a tax cut for those making over $300,000 is he ready to lead America at this point 
though the campaign believes that the race is so close here in Florida it's less dependent on commercials 
than simply getting out in the vote one Democratic official said today and he wasn't joking look for 
ambulances to be bringing senior citizens to the polls Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight 
once again the vice president who has accepted NBC's invitation to discuss a different issue nightly on this 


broadcast is with us governor Bush preferred a one-time interview mr. vice president as you heard David 
Gregory say a lot of people have the impression that you're suggesting that Governor Bush's plan to reform 
Social Security will threaten current benefits for senior citizens all the independent analysts that we've talked 
to said that's simply not the case security is good to go for at least another 10 to 15 years well 10 to 15 years 
is not good enough Tom in fact if 
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years is not good enough Tom in fact if you look at it from the standpoint of somebody in his or her middle 
40s right now under my plan the Social Security Fund will be solvent until they reach their 100th birthday at 
least under Governor Bush's plan it will go bankrupt about the time they start looking for their first checks 
now look if you take a trillion dollars out of the trust fund and promised it to two different groups of people 
and that's what he's done then those numbers don't add up and when you asked him about it last night using 
the American Academy of Actuaries numbers he said he didn't accept their premises he hadn't read the 
report he has declined to give out any further details of how his numbers might add up and | think the reason 
is that that they don't | will protect social security mr. vice president that same American Academy of 
Actuaries is just as critical of your plan saying that your arithmetic and your assumptions are also erroneous 
that you're going to use general revenue that you're going to count on these surpluses being just what they 
are forever and they say you're either gonna have to extend the retirement age or cut benefits or raise taxes 
after 10 to 15 years well that's not the way | read the report tom it is true that you can characterize part of my 
proposal as putting general revenue funds into Social Security | wouldn't characterize it that way let me 
explain to you exactly what | do | put Social Security into a lockbox a budget category that's that cannot be 
touched for anything but Social Security and | will veto anything that takes money out of it that results in a 
reduction of the public debt which saves us in interest payments a lot of money and that savings | would put 
right back into the trust fund it would otherwise go into general revenue but it would not be available at all 
except for the sound management of the trust fund that mechanism extends the life of Social Security out 55 
years without cutting benefits and without raising taxes now Governor Bush actually would require the fund 
to go bankrupt 
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would require the fund to go bankrupt and borrow as much as 3 trillion dollars the first time it had ever 
engaged in that kind of borrowing mr. president even Democratic Senator Bob Kerry was saying tonight that 
he likes the idea of existing of Governor Bush's plan of creating some private savings account within Social 
Security although he doesn't like all the financing plans would you absolutely reject forever the idea that 
young people especially could invest their own payroll taxes even if they knew there was a risk involved | 
have an ambitious and bold proposal tom to give a brand-new tax incentive for young workers to save and 
invest under this plan if they save and invest they'll save tax-free and the federal government will match their 
savings and | won't go into the exact formula but it's generous and it's an incentive that will work the 
difference between my plan and Governor Bush's plan is that mine is on top of Social Security Social 
Security plus his is Social Security - and the problem with taking that money out of the trust fund is that look 
here's the way Social Security works the money paid in this year goes to finance the benefits that are paid 
this year mostly and if you take a major portion of it away 16 percent is what he takes away then you either 
have to make it up from somewhere else or you have to accept the fact that the trust fund is going to go 
quickly bankrupt and the governor Bush refuses to answer those questions dodged him with you last night 
because | think it's because he doesn't have answers due to the fact that he's promised the money to two 
different groups of people | will not do that | will protect Social Security and give young workers a brand-new 
incentive to save and invest mr. vice president thank you very much for being with us again tonight thank you 
Tom this is NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw good evening the bush and gore campaigns don't agree on 
much but tonight they do agree on this the race goes to the wire and the final days will be a sprint to the 
swing states tonight Vice President 
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the swing states tonight Vice President Gore is working hard to turn out the African American vote governor 
Bush is working equally hard to hang on to the elderly after the attacks on his social security plan the latest 
national MSNBC Reuters tracking poll shows a small national lead for Governor Bush but by state-by-state it 
remains an up-and-down contest NBC's Claire Shipman tonight with a vice president in Chicago David 
Gregory with the governor also in Chicago and Claire you begin tonight please Tom the gore campaign is 
heartened by numbers that give them an edge in many battleground states and now their final days are 
about some very precise targeting an upbeat Al Gore on Air Force two today as his team faces its final play 
later police estimate more than 50,000 turnout to see him in Chicago his campaign manager Bill Daley 
happens to be the mayor's brother | need your vote | need Chicago | need Illinois | need your help because | 
want to fight for you god bless you thank you Illinois is gore country but in the final days the campaign plans 
a tactical assault to win other critical states they've locked in over five million dollars in TV ads for Florida 
Michigan and Pennsylvania and they'll spend 30 million dollars and filled 50,000 volunteers to get out the 
vote and that doesn't include union health one person trying to help get out the vote today in the black 
community Bill Clinton on the popular Tom Joyner radio show he said a Gore administration we would be 
quote the next best thing to a third Clinton term needless to say that's not exactly the sort of help Gore is 
looking for Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight for his part Governor Bush today was 
answering attacks on his social security programs and sticking to the script avoiding impromptu news 
conferences NBC's David Gregory down with the governor David well Tom governor Bush is pretty up beats 
and | - 
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governor Bush is pretty up beats and | - saying he believes he's in an extremely strong position now just five 
days before the election in fact was openly disputes poll results showing that he's trailing the vice president 
in Florida where Bush will make a final stand with four campaign stops over the weekend but Bush remains 
careful telling NBC NBC tonight he does not want to be seen as quote overconfident in Missouri today the 
Texas governor attacks his rivals prescription drug plan displaying what he calls an incredible maze that 
illustrates how complicated government mandates on health care in a Gore administration would rob seniors 
of choices when it comes to prescription drugs and on another matter today Bush who is so eager for 
workers to be able to privately invest a portion of their Social Security payroll tax today misstates who 
controls Social Security in the first place this frightens some in Washington because they want the federal 
government controlling the Social Security like it's some kind of federal program we understand differently 
though you see it's your money not the government's money later | need clarify that Bush indeed realized 
that Social Security is a federal program it's just he believes through the private accounts it should also be 
private property also by the way Bush did not comment on the latest flare-ups in the Middle East today 
reporters were not allowed to question him about it as he does not hold press conferences any longer on the 
Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory tonight Vice President Al Gore has agreed to appear here 
every night tonight the issue is foreign policy we talked earlier and | asked whether he would ever commit 
American troops to keep the peace in the Middle East well Israel has not requested that kind of involvement 
but of course in the Sinai we still have troops are there and they have been a part of a very successful 
mission for for many years now the United Nations has has been involved in some other areas in the Middle 
East but Israel has as a point of pride never 
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but Israel has as a point of pride never requested US troops and you cannot foresee circumstances under 
which US troops might be needed | don't | don't foresee it | think that it would be foolish to to absolutely rule 
out some arrangement such as the very successful mission in the Sinai that has been peaceful and 
successful for oh how long has it been more than two decades mr. vice president recently the UN Security 
Council passed a resolution condemning Israel for what it called anti Palestinian violence did you 
recommend to the president that the United States abstain rather than veto that resolution | supported the 
president's decision because what we were dealing with was a real tinderbox politically and political 
tinderboxes can lead to real violence and real consequences and our ability to serve as an honest broker 


and to be a facilitator that improves the chances for peace with security could have been seriously 
jeopardized in that situation part of the pride of the clinton-gore administration for the past eight years has 
been the expansion of global trade and yet Ralph Nader is using that very issue to run against you in some 
states that are critical to your success looking back do you think you went too far too fast and could it cost 
you this election | would say no to all those questions | think that trade is in our interest but | do believe very 
strongly it has to be fair trade and | have pledged very specifically to make labor rights and environmental 
protections a more integral part of the trade negotiating process we cannot see these things as completely 
divorced from the consequences of trade but in in fact if we pursue trade in a fair even-handed way meaning 
it has to be a two-way street then we have a better chance of integrating these concerns into the 


00:14:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=HXhGjmFhHbI&t=841s 





integrating these concerns into the agreements finally mr. vice president today President Clinton speaking to 
an african-american radio audience said he can't run for a third term but if they elect you it's the next best 
thing is that how you have characterized this election oh well | think a lot of people would would think of 
others trying to do the same job in that respect listen | am proud of his endorsement and he and | have 
worked together to bring about policies that have led to the lowest african-american unemployment in history 
the strongest economy in history the biggest surpluses instead of the biggest deficits the the 22 million new 
jobs lower interest rates listen we need to keep the prosperity going and extend it to everyone mr. vice 
president thank you very much thank you instead of a nightly appearance in this program governor Bush 
elected to do a single interview earlier in the week and this is NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw good 
evening tonight as we begin the final weekend of this long presidential contest the campaign of Governor 
George W Bush has a major distraction but for how long that drunk driving arrest 24 years ago has raised 
questions about judgment in the bush campaign and also attacks for dirty tricks against the Democrats all of 
us as both campaigns continue to acknowledge the race remains very close NBC's David Gregory is with the 
governor in Michigan tonight Claire Shipman with a vice president in Tennessee where he's trying to hold on 
to his home safe David you begin please well Thomas you can imagine today the Bush campaign was 
thrown completely off stride forced to confront evidence that two years ago Bush lied when questioned 
directly about prior arrests also today aides level charges of dirty tricks against the Democrats bowing to 
what quickly became a major distraction for the campaign 
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a major distraction for the campaign Governor Bush in Michigan today seeks to limit any damage caused by 
news of his past arrests become clear to America over the course of this campaign that I've made mistakes 
in my life but I'm proud to tell you I've learned from those mistakes but the question today is whether Bush 
has been truthful about his mistakes an article in a November 1999 issue of the New Republic magazine 
recounts a conversation between Bush and a Texas newspaper reporter in 1998 that newspaper reporter is 
Wayne Slater of the Dallas Morning News Slater says Karen Hughes Bush's spokeswoman refused to allow 
the governor to say any more the governor disputes that we did not believe that is accurate Bush was far 
less direct when asked in 1996 whether he'd ever been arrested for drunk driving quoted in the Houston 
Chronicle he said | do not have a perfect record as a youth though Bush was 30 at the time of his arrest 
today Bush advisers accused Democrats of gotcha politics when they learned that Tom Connelly a 
democratic activist in Maine leaked the story and tried unsuccessfully to pass Bush's arrest record onto the 
gore campaign they're saying that it's somehow been used to hurt him well it's been used to hurt him only in 
the sense that the truth hers also tonight angry reaction to this development from President Bush for this to 
come up four days before an election I'll tell you | think it's outrageous that's my view and unlike some he 
accepts responsibility wnen he makes a mistake the question tonight is whether Bush's decision to keep his 
arrest from the public will hurt him politically tonight in a broadcast interview governor Bush insists it will not 
that the public will see this for what it is quote dirty last minute politics Tom thanks very much NBC's David 
Gregory tonight just what did happen to governor Bush 24 years ago and how did it all come out just four 
days from Election Day we asked our Justice Department correspondent Pete 
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Justice Department correspondent Pete Williams to look into all of us in Maine today authorities explain 
exactly what happened 24 years ago as reporters scrambled to find out who passed the details on to Tom 
Connolly that Democratic activists whose tip made it all public these are the facts legal documents reveal 
that at 1:00 a.m. on September 4th 1976 Bush was driving on this street in Kennebunkport when the 
policeman pulled him over and cited him for drunk driving a misdemeanor documents show his blood alcohol 
content was 0.12 about what the average man his weight would have after drinking seven beers in four hours 
he then appeared in court and paid the fine $150 but lost permission to drive in Maine with his Texas license 
after exchanging letters with Maine state officials he got it back the arrest and court documents were never 
expunged or deleted it's been public record and with all the scrutiny that the the candidates go through I'm 
just frankly surprised no one's ever asked the policeman who arrested him now says Bush was quote the 
picture of integrity that night and says Bush's father later thanked him for arresting his son Tom Connelly 
who began spreading the word yesterday and then confirmed it to reporters says he heard about it from a 
fellow lawyer at the Portland Maine courthouse who heard it from a doctor who in turn heard it from someone 
who was in court when Bush paid his fine 24 years ago but Connelly says he gladly spread the story after 
checking court records it came out only because the citizen was concerned and because public records are 
kept public we didn't get free access to those but Connolly is more than just a concerned citizen an active 
Democrat he lost a run for governor two years ago and now operates an outlandish anti-bush website called 
W is for Weiner he passed out hundreds of buttons like this one in Maine in a successful bid to become a 
delegate to the Democratic National Convention tonight Connolly insists he acted on his own and had no 
contact with the gore campaign before spreading the story Pete Williams NBC News Washington as for the 
vice president today he stayed away from the bush drunk driving story but his campaign continued to 
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story but his campaign continued to raise questions about the governor's ability to lead NBC's Claire 
Shipman is with the vice president's Naya Claire Tom believe it or not there was a little rejoicing about this 
bush story today and the gore campaign has been the whole day insisting they didn't start the story and relay 
about an unpredictable this campaign Al Gore trying to stay on message today but his campaign also drawn 
into the furor of charges and counter-charges it's outrageous that they would suggest that we had anything to 
do with this we resent that Gore himself wouldn't say much for the cameras well | am not engaged in 
personal attacks he is and has been and in fact the gore campaign was so indignant about the charges it put 
out seldom-seen advisor Carter sq to hit back | think it's an interesting sign a campaign that talks a lot about 
responsibility won't take responsibility and an lowa campaign stop a tougher line from Democratic Senator 
Tom Harkin but the fact he tried to cover this up and not let the public know about it says something about 
openness and honesty gore also hit Bush on a more traditional issue social security making fun of a slip-up 
the governor made yesterday he said what do they think Social Security is some kind of government some 
kind of federal program yeah the gore campaign today released a new ad using Bush's gas and at the end of 
the day the gore campaign was enforced to defend charges from the bush campaign that Gore may have 
had a DWI problem in 1968 it turns out that was a speeding ticket Tom thanks for and watch NBC's Claire 
Shipman tonight as we have all week we have invited both candidates to appear here to discuss issues 
tonight governor bush cited a scheduling conflict but Vice President Gore is back and he joins us now from 
Tennessee vice president you'll not be surprised to hear that my 
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you'll not be surprised to hear that my first question is do you think that an arrest 24 years ago will have any 
impact on the governor's ability to lead the country if in fact he's elected president and Tom | don't really 
have any comment on this | you know | think people see that for what it is something happened a long time 
ago but | don't know | don't know all of the details and all | know is this our campaign had absolutely nothing 
to do with it and I'm talking about the issues | want to talk about our economy and social security and the 
environment the other issues of this campaign do you think that too much attention has been paid to this 


arrest | don't know | don't know enough about it to answer your question well let me move on to other issues 
that have to do that have to do with leadership and with character as well as you do know the bush campaign 
and others have made conduct in the White House during the clinton-gore administration and issue in the 
campaign if you're elected president mr. vice president will you make a pledge to the American people that 
you will not use the Lincoln Bedroom for campaign contributors or give them special treatment and White 
House functions yes well now you're going to invite your friends to come to functions at the White House but 
in answer to your first question yes I'll give you that pledge and this president when mr. vice president when 
President Clinton took office he said that he would appoint a cabinet that looked like America would that be 
your principal criterion as well it will be a principal criterion yes | believe that diversity is extremely important 
not only for its own sake but because that's the way you get the best people Tom look we as human beings 
have a vulnerability to just looking for people that look like ourselves we have circles of acquaintances and 
friends and people that we've gone to school with etc and if we make the extra affirmative 
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etc and if we make the extra affirmative effort to reach out to all of the communities that make up this great 
country we're going to get the advantage of more talent we're going to be able to gain access to the tools of 
wisdom that exists in all parts of this country and in every community that makes up this country | think that 
this at this current administration has been one of the most successful and effective not in spite of diversity 
but because of it and | would hope to break the record of diversity that was set by this administration this 
vice-president as you Know governor Bush is he has campaign has had twenty four fellow Republican 
governors out there helping him along with Norman Schwarzkopf from Poland Powell and others who would 
you cite in your campaign those people who have been helping you who have commensurate credentials 
with that group oh there are there are all kinds of Democratic senators and Democratic governors Jim Hunt 
has been a close advisor to me on education John Breaux has been very helpful in a variety of different ways 
that Chuck Robb I mean you can go right down the list starting with Tom Daschle and Dick Gephardt jeanne 
shaheen in new hampshire it's you know there are a lot of Democratic governors and Democratic senators 
and cabinet members dan Glickman is here with me in Knoxville right now as vice president you have been 
in that office for eight years now you served in the United States Senate from Tennessee also in Congress 
and yet your home state according to even your campaign remains very close why do you think it is so close 
in Tennessee where they should know best about your leadership abilities well it's always closed in 
Tennessee this has been a swing state for 150 Harrison Tom and it goes back and forth traditionally it was 
closed in 92 closed in 96 and it's close this year but you can you can write this down and book it we will carry 
Tennessee finally mr. vice president given all this happened in the last 24 hours 
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this happened in the last 24 hours is there anything in your background that you worry may come out 
between now and Tuesday especially given what we can only imagine will be the extra added incentive of 
Republicans to find it no | was asked repeatedly today if I'd had a DWI offense and the answer is no look 
Tom I've said on many occasions | know very well that | won't always be the most exciting politician but | will 
work extremely hard | will put my 24 years of experience to work on behalf of the American people I'll fight for 
middle class families and working men and women and | will never let you down mr. vice president thank you 
very much you've been here every night this week answering the pushes that we put to you and Liat bridge 
and | haven't let you down haven't you very much for fearing ok NBC News in depth tonight Tuesday's vote 
and what could be the deciding factor as in any election whose voters actually show up at the polls 
projections for this year's election show an anticipated turnout of about 49% of the voting age population 
that's about the same as the last presidential year 1996 weather could be a factor in some places and of 
course how well the parties and their supporters do at simply getting people to the polls especially in those 
battleground states NBC's Lisa Myers in Michigan one of those states with our in-depth report tonight 5:30 
a.m. in Auto Parts plant in Flint Michigan the top brass of organized labor handing out leaflets urging union 
members to vote serve or labor is the muscle behind boards get out the vote effort spending a record 55 
million dollars on what's known as the ground war | think we do have the best grassroots mobilization 


because were the people we have the members four years ago Democrats won the ground war but this year 
Republicans say will be different both bush and gore are not in the most sophisticated most expensive get- 
out-the-vote drives ever each camp in its allies spending a hundred million dollars nationally a big chunk of it 
here in Michigan helping Gore in the 
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here in Michigan helping Gore in the Democrats both labor and the n-double-a-cp helping Bush and the 
Republicans the Christian Coalition and anti-abortion groups and the National Rifle Association still much of 
the outcome rests on field commanders like 22 year old Republican and rude or his target not just 
Republicans but anyone who gets an absentee ballot and selects swing voters such as church-going 
Catholics well it's a much broader effort all the way across the board even our get out the vote effort with our 
Republicans this is much broader than has ever been done before you'd be back the weapons millions of 
mailings emails and is always food bank if you say you're for George Bush then you're gonna get two or 
three more phone calls to remind you to get out and vote and what if you're for Al Gore well then you're 
gonna get a phone call that says remember to vote on November 8th the day after the election the 
Democratic efforts even more intense | would not be uncommon for our targeted voter this year to receive as 
many as 10 contacts Democrats think they know how many votes they need in each precinct in the state and 
have election day SWAT teams so what happens if on Election Day you find out that turnout is low in this 
precinct if turnout is low in this precinct we'll be able to send five people into that precinct to go door to door 
Democrats also think they have an edge because 400,000 auto workers get election day off but veteran 
Republicans claim their voters are more committed after eight years without the White House there's a lot of 
enthusiasm and it's different than the last rule laughter so | think so far | think so in the final hours both sides 
plan to knock on your doors and a barrage of seven million phone calls double the 3.4 million people here 
expected to vote be someone Aires NBC News Oakland County Michigan King everyone the final weekend 
before the election and it's crunch time for George W Bush and Al Gore the pace is fast and the candidates 
are determined to stay on message with the focus on the issues this is what our latest polling shows Busch 
leading Gore 
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latest polling shows Busch leading Gore but 14 toss-up States with a hundred fifty-four electoral votes are 
holding the key to an election night victory all of them up for grabs one of those states is Pennsylvania visited 
by both candidates today NBC's Campbell Brown was with the Bush campaign in Glenside near Philadelphia 
and chip Reid was with the gore campaign in Pittsburgh let's begin with you Campbell good evening John 
well governor Bush is working hard today in two crucial battleground states while advisors are gaining 
confidence his failure to disclose the drunk driving arrests 24 years ago has not hurt his campaign the final 
push governor bush on the road with his running mate dick cheney in retired General Colin Powell targeting 
two of the biggest prizes Pennsylvania and Michigan a total of 41 electoral votes who are gonna carry the 
great state of Michigan in Dearborn Busch makes no direct reference to the disclosure leaked by a 
Democratic Party activists in Maine of a drunk driving arrest 24 years ago when he was 30 years old 
personal responsibility remains a key part of Bush's message | think all of us ought to be held accountable 
for the decisions we make in life boys should quit drinking at the age of has admitted he made mistakes in 
his you and with just three days to go in this campaign his goal is to fire up the Republican base with 
energetic rallies while sharply criticizing Vice President Gore as part of an administration that has failed to 
follow through on promised reforms the Social Security system needs to be reformed it needs to be 
strengthened but for eight long years we now Bush's final event tonight a rally in New Jersey where gore is 
ahead right now in 15 electoral votes are at stake tomorrow Bush stumps all day and what is perhaps the 
most crucial state for this campaign Florida where Bush's younger 


00:32:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=HXhGjmFhHbl&t=1921s 





campaign Florida where Bush's younger brother as governor is still a toss-up state 25 electoral votes are at 
stake advisers have said Bush must win Florida to win this election John NBC's Campbell Brown thank you 
now to Pittsburgh on NBC's chip Reid with the gore campaign chip John tonight Al Gore is focusing on what 
professional politicians call GOTV get out the vote at a prayer breakfast in his home state of Tennessee still 
in the toss-up category and representing 11 electoral votes Gore spoke in the cadence of a preacher about 
his history of fighting for racial justice | believe as | stand here in Memphis that America has a rendezvous 
with Redemption intended to inspire a large turnout among black voters it's a message he will deliver 
repeatedly in large cities before Election Day it's time to take your souls to the polls later at an airport rally in 
West Virginia another toss-up state with five electoral votes war again tailored his message to his audience 
well they are trying to convince you that | want to take guns away from hunters and sportsmen and law- 
abiding gun owners that is false in the ad war that Gore campaign is out with a new one in the toss-up states 
of Florida and Pennsylvania where seniors could make the difference in Social Security a federal program of 
course it is but it seems George Bush doesn't understand that Bush's advisors say his comment that Social 
Security is not a federal program was simply a slip of the tongue but today Gore hit bush with one of his 
harshest attacks yet it wasn't a slip of the tongue it was an expression of ingrained hostility out of a 
preference on the other side for a dog-eat-dog every person to himself mentality that works fine for the very 
wealthy but does not work very well always for those who 
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not work very well always for those who are struggling to get by there are things we ate Boras focus here in 
Pittsburgh is the same as it was this morning in Memphis getting the faithful to the polls Democrats believe 
that a big turnout in the big cities could make the difference John NBC's chip Reid with the gore campaign 
chip thank you NBC's Jonathan alter is in the battleground state of Michigan sampling voter opinion good 
evening Jonathan good evening John the polls here are mixed political prose give a slight edge to gore but 
they wouldn't bet on it the battle for the 8% undecided is fiercer than ever especially here in Oakland County 
of pivotal County in this pivotal state they're pulling out all the stops in Oakland County it's like the World 
Wrestling Federation up here in this election for the swing voters star power tipper gore and Hadassah 
Lieberman help target women voters actress bo Derek targeted the man in the rice is very very America 
wouldn't need your teacher vote but all the effort to drive turnout is driving undecided voters like Kim Debbie 
up the wall married with two kids she's getting it from all sides | get phone calls most of them are pre- 
recorded and you say hello and they go hi I'm calling from the George Bush campaign and we'd like to talk to 
you and you're like going Illi can't be bothered listening to this tape recording Kim works part-time in a 
sporting goods store and when she gets home she really resents the interruptions | don't think they're gonna 
change my mind | don't think they're gonna change my perception I'm not listening my eight-year-old 
answered the phone and she listens for a second hangs up | said who was that marriage goes solicitor so 
Kim is looking for her 
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goes solicitor so Kim is looking for her own information in the newspapers and on the internet now look 
there's the thing says different different signs that abortion issue see start contrasting candidates one issue 
that's not likely to sway undecided voters in Oakland County the revelation that george w bush was arrested 
for drunk driving when he was thirty i honestly feel like we've all done stupid things twenty-four years ago 
and to dredge it up now is really it's insane but the news still lingers in the minds of at least some Michigan 
voters just keeping it a secret bad as a matter of fact if we compare this to not telling the truth about adultery 
you wonder what's worse committing adultery or driving under the influence it's such an insignificant detail 
time is running out for her to decide what does matter Kim is a typical suburban female voter who will swing 
this election her husband Rick is holding a 40th birthday party for Kim inside their home here in Rochester 
Minnesota Michigan and the guests are kind of evenly divided between gore and Bush Kim told me just a few 
minutes ago that she is leaning now toward Gore with her social conscience out stripping her financial 
conscience her real birthday is Tuesday Election Day and she says she reserves the right to change her 
mind John NBC's jonathan alter in michigan Jonathan thank you evening everyone we are now in the final 


stretch of this race for president what could well be the closest contest in 40 years Al Gore and George W 
Bush are on the move stopping in states where they hope it will make a difference right now the latest NBC 
news/wall Street Journal poll shows Busch leading gore 47 to 44% Ralph Nader with 3 and Pat Buchanan 2 
percent on the electoral map no change Bush still leads gore there too but those 14 battleground states and 
their 154 
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battleground states and their 154 electoral votes are still up for grabs and hold the key to victory the 
candidate schedules reflected that today we begin our coverage with NBC's Campbell Brown with the Bush 
campaign in Orlando good evening Campbell good evening John well it's been a full day in Florida with a 
final rally of the day here in Orlando the winning Florida is of course key to the bush campaign strategy and it 
all depends on voter turnout and push this mission here today firing up the Republican base on his way to 
church in Jacksonville Florida Governor Bush appears confident and calm way to start off the stretch run no 
politics in what his aides say is a must-win state holding 25 electoral votes Bush met with the Reverend Billy 
Graham the man he credits with helping him to stop drinking 14 years ago Graham who doesn't endorse 
candidates still made it clear who had gotten his vote | believe in the integrity of this man on the stump today 
Bruce rallied the crowds with Florida's governor his brother Jeb the younger Bush has led a huge get-out- 
the-vote effort here and advisers believe Florida is the state that will propel them to victory in West Palm 
Beach Bush appealed to seniors a key constituency in Florida accusing Vice President Gore of distorting 
Bush's position on Social Security they can try to scare they can make all those ugly phone calls and fake TV 
ads but we have a chance on November 7th to purge this country of the old-style politics and later in Miami 
Bush reached out to Cuban Americans we will keep the pressure on Fidel Castro and tell the people are free 
there was evidence today that his advisors were right when they said the revelation last Thursday that Bush 
was arrested for drunk driving 24 years ago would have no impact on the election in an NBC poll out today 
81 percent of those questions said it was not a factor 
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those questions said it was not a factor at all when asked if Bush should have revealed the arrests earlier 47 
percent said yes now into the final hours the campaign is trying to cover as much ground as possible Bush's 
running mate Dick Cheney was in California today making one last pitch for that state's 54 electoral votes 
tomorrow Bush begins in Gore's home state of Tennessee then on to Green Bay Wisconsin Davenport lowa 
Bentonville Arkansas and ending the night with a welcome home rally back in Austin Texas now tonight Bush 
advisers say they have never felt more confident about the final outcome the reason they believe their 
supporters have more intensity and are energized by the thought of taking back the White House NBC's 
Campbell Brown covering the Bush campaign gamble thank you now to NBC's chip Reid who's with the gore 
campaign in Michigan good evening chip good evening John the state's at the top of Al Gore's list the priority 
list right now are Florida here in Michigan and Pennsylvania where he spent most of the last 24 hours in 
Philadelphia this morning Al Gore attended services at two black churches urging a big turnout on Election 
Day there's an old African proverb that says when you pray move your feet Tuesday is the day to move your 
feet with 23 electoral votes the toss-up state of Pennsylvania is critical for Gore | can feel it in your hearts 
we're gonna win Pennsylvania in a speech this afternoon in a Philadelphia Park his central argument was 
that his economic policies will continue the prosperity and spread it to those left behind you gave Bill Clinton 
and me a chance to change the economic policies of America and we did and now instead of the biggest 
deficits we have the biggest surpluses meanwhile Gore's running mate Joe Lieberman was in the midst of a 
campaign marathon through New Mexico Nevada Oregon and Washington so 
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Mexico Nevada Oregon and Washington so we hope that this last lap around America that we're taking 
started in Florida and end up to Nashville maybe it may be some other surprise visits will be with your health 
and the good Lords health a victory lap that will take us to the White House back in Philadelphia war stopped 


at a diner for some old-fashioned retail politics do you think it looks good in Pennsylvania but gore will not be 
sleeping much leaving Milwaukee tonight for 36 hours of non-stop campaigning starting Monday at 5:30 a.m. 
in Waterloo lowa then to st. Louis Missouri Flint Michigan and two stops in the all-important state of Florida 
Miami and Tampa before heading home to Carthage Tennessee Tuesday morning to vote campaign aides 
say there's some extra time built into that schedule just in case they need to make some other stops along 
the way John NBC's chip Reed with the gore campaign Thanks in the key battleground states the MSNBC 
tracking poll has shown voter preferences changing almost daily we want to take a look now where the 
numbers stand in some of those key states with Election Day just 48 hours away it's still a tight race in 
Pennsylvania where gore leads Bush 47 to 45% in Florida gore / Bush by 3 points a different story in 
Missouri where Bush is up 49 to 45% Bush is also ahead in Wisconsin 47 45 in all four states those numbers 
add up to a statistical dead heat and complicating the election day math is the candidacy of Ralph Nader the 
Green Party's presidential nominee he spent this day in Washington and NBC's Joe Johns joins us there with 
the nadir story good evening Joe good evening John Ralph Nader's candidacy continues to attract support 
from liberal Democrats who otherwise would be solidly committed to Vice President Gore thousands were in 
attendance today ata 
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thousands were in attendance today at a rally in Washington as Nader launched his latest attack on what he 
calls the structural power system including the major party candidates the phony phrases of compassionate 
conservatism the phony phrases of Al Gore when he says I'll fight for you not for the powerful it's time to go 
beyond that some of the latest polling indicates that the Nader effect is strongest in four states Oregon 
Minnesota Washington and Pennsylvania but that he could affect the outcome in at least four other states 
Wisconsin Florida Tennessee and Missouri while Nader and Al Gore have similar positions on issues ranging 
from handguns to abortion to gay rights Nader says his goal is to shake up both parties | would be 
disappointed if either Al Gore or George Bush were elected president on November 7 with no chance of 
winning the White House himself what Nader says he wants is to get 5% of the vote nationwide to qualify the 
Green Party for millions of dollars in federal funds for the next presidential election meanwhile progressive 
attempts to support both Nader and gore have produced Internet vote swapping strategies supporters in 
different states pledged to swap their vote so that Gore strength is not diluted in critical areas and Nader still 
gets enough votes to qualify for federal funds but the legality of vote swapping has been called into question 
John NBC's Joe Johns in Washington Joe thank you for Al Gore and George W Bush the campaign for 
president started back in June of 1999 when both men officially became candidates it's been a long road with 
many twists and turns and that is why today I announce that | am a candidate for president of the United 
States I'm running for president United States there's no turning back and | intend to be the next president of 
the United States they've been at it for seven months through winter snows and summer heat 
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through winter snows and summer heat America's political marathon Gore was undefeated in the primaries 
they don't call it Super Tuesday for nothing Bush stumbled in the early going but managed to come from 
behind floor and | are honored and humbled by the huge victory had here in South Carolina this summer 
each celebrated his greatest political achievement so far | proudly accept your nomination | accept your 
nomination for President of the United [Applause] since June of 99 they've been campaigning day and night 
logging hundreds of thousands of miles in a variety of ways there have been some traditional campaign 
moments and there have been some biting moments my only office | don't shoot my mouth open and my 
mother will be mad some awkward moment no this is Al Gore is some TV moments this is more scary let me 
show you how much clout you have judge would you like a muffin here some sentences which came out 
wrong if you're a single mother with two children which is the toughest job in America as far as I'm concerned 
and you're working hard to put food on your family look | am happy to be in Allentown and to see all of you 
here I'm happy to be in Fountain Hill before Albert Arnold Gore and George Walker Bush now closing in on 
the finish line and with the nation's voting booths moving into place Americans will soon get to decide who 
finishes first and we invite you to join 
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finishes first and we invite you to join us election night beginning at 5:00 Eastern on MSNBC on cable and at 
7:00 Eastern on this NBC station where Tom Brokaw will lead the coverage all night long that is NBC Nightly 
News for this Sunday name what's been going on for more than a year now we have been through the 
snows of lowa New Hampshire through the food fights in South Carolina and Michigan the polls way up for 
Bush then way up for Gore we have three debates two standing one sitting maybe as much as a billion 
dollars spent the most expensive ever now on the eve of the first election of the 21st century it comes down 
to this a race to the wire with polls so close they tell us only that neither man is breaking away over the 
weekend the NBC news/wall Street Journal poll had governor Bush leading the vice president by three points 
but today's MSNBC Reuters overnight tracking poll shows a slight lead for the vice president both polls have 
a built in margin of error that means those results could flip before we all flip out trying to figure out what they 
mean let's go to NBC's Claire Shipman with the vice president David Gregory with the governor and and 
Thompson following the Nader campaign Claire you begin tonight please Tom al gore claims to have the 
momentum tonight says he will win no doubt well aware that an erase this close everything from confidence 
to door knocking can make a difference in the driving rain at 5:00 a.m. gore stands outside the John Deere 
Factory in Waterloo lowa grabbing hands before the race so close he doesn't chance missing even one next 
stop st. Louis it's a high-speed high-stakes final day of campaigning which will see him tomorrow morning at 
a dawn rally in Tampa tomorrow we're gonna carry Missouri and we're gonna win the whiteout behind-the- 
scenes strategizing has given way to the only thing advisors 
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has given way to the only thing advisors think can help now getting people to the polls what do they see is 
their best and most realistic path to victory of the big contested States Gore would ideally grab Florida 
Michigan and Pennsylvania where polls show he has a small edge but aides say he can't count on Missouri 
Oregon or Wisconsin and so they believe he'll need one or two of the following smaller states where Gore 
has been trailing in the polls Arkansas lowa New Hampshire New Mexico Tennessee or West Virginia and 
gore reminded some staffers tonight whose phones were uncharacteristically silent that the final days before 
the vote are always eerily calm no more ads to buy no more message to home to hone just time enough to 
start to ponder what the losing or winning decisions might have been Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire 
Shipman tonight both candidates were working essentially the same turf today the vice president began his 
day in lowa governor Bush is there tonight NBC's David Gregory is with him now David well Tom just five 
and a half hours before Bush was behind me on the stage concludes campaigning both he and his advisers 
are also determined to create the appearance of momentum just the kind of momentum that might sway 
those last-minute undecided voters by making it clear they fully intend to win leaving must-win Florida this 
morning governor Bush outwardly confident acknowledges his work is done now we've laid the groundwork 
for victory now except to get the people to the polls if you can please go first tomorrow your campaign has a 
mammoth get-out-the-vote effort underway including phone banks like this one in Brandon Florida that have 
made 70 million calls to voters in the final ten days Bush's final sprint takes him from Orlando Florida to 
Chattanooga Tennessee Green Bay Wisconsin Davenport lowa and Bentonville Arkansas before returning to 
Austin at a campaign stop in the vice president's home state Bush accuses Gore of forgetting his roots my 
opponent vows to carry his own state 
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my opponent vows to carry his own state but he may win Washington DC but he's not gonna win Tennessee 
advisers say the key to a bush victory remains Florida with its 25 electoral votes it's the largest of the 
battlegrounds strategists are also counting on at least splitting the so-called Dukakis six six states the 
Massachusetts governor carried in 1988 where Bush is now competitive or ahead which returns home to 
Texas tonight his work done now putting his faith and what advisers believe in a Republican base of support 
determined to win dr. Weiss my promotion BC David Gregory in lowa tonight with governor Bush a major 
factor in this campaign of course is the candidacy of Ralph Nader a familiar American activist who's long 


been a champion of consumer and environmental causes an unrelenting critic of corporate power although 
he's not attracting huge numbers overall his voters could drive this election one way or the other NBC's Anne 
Thompson is with the Nader campaign tonight and the people who support him and Tom Ralph Nader is 
rallying his troops on the East Coast tonight but it's his supporters thousands of miles from here who could 
determine if the next president is bush or Gore in Washington state where bush and gore are neck-and-neck 
29 year old Daniel Kramer thinks the two are as similar as their poll numbers so he's voting for Nader we just 
read about all the things he's done and it's like yeah that's the kind of person | want leading my country 
disaffected and disgruntled with the two major parties the ship manager at the Seattle Food Store is typical of 
the Nader voter and just who are they analysts say mostly male 55% registered independents 40% identified 
themselves as progressive or liberal and many are young 18 to 34 years old that's cool but not all 48 year old 
Donna silver took today off from her job at the University of Wisconsin to help get out the Nader vote this 
mother of four who's voted for Democrats in the past 
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who's voted for Democrats in the past wants to send a message to the party it sounds a wake-up call to the 
Democratic Party | mean in my case that's my concern saying you have abandoned and that's why Nader is 
Al Gore's problem an MSNBC Reuters poll shows almost two-thirds of his support comes from war breaking 
down Nader's vote without the Green Party candidate 20% of his supporters say they wouldn't vote another 
twenty percent mostly mccain followers would vote for bush but 60% say they would vote for al gore pollster 
John Zogby says that's why Nader could hurt Gore in several key battleground states certainly in Wisconsin 
Minnesota state of Washington Oregon New Mexico is another and then quite possibly in Tennessee in 
Florida so the Democrats have tried to make the case that a vote for Nader is really a vote for Bush today 
Nader blasted that claim as arrogant it's like my saying a vote for Gore is a vote for Bush because it takes 
away votes from Maine but with the race this close will Nader voters stick with their candidate the MSNBC 
poll shows one-third are likely to change their vote even so Zogby believes Nader's should be able to reach 
the magic number that will give his Green Party federal matching funds in 2004 my hunch is that not only 
have his numbers Nader's numbers been rising but he will probably get his 5% if he does regardless of who 
captures the White House Ralph Nader says he will have won his race Tom thanks very much NBC's Anne 
Thompson tonight which brings us to NBC News and death we're gonna be focusing on the arithmetic and 
the electoral map and joining me now is NBC Washington bureau chief moderator of Meet the Press Tim 
Russert Tim we've both been talking to all these campaigns we have a pretty good idea of what they think 
tonight about where they are on the eve of this election and where they need to get to Tom you need 270 
electoral votes we all know that from civics lessons right now Al Gore's ahead in 12 states and the District of 
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in 12 states and the District of Columbia he has 181 electoral votes Bush ahead in 23 states 205 electoral 
votes that leaves 15 states 15 states 152 votes up for grabs how do they get there Bush needs 65 all those 
remaining 150 to first Florida we're gonna hear about that right away tomorrow night because the polls close 
at 7 o'clock we also want to remind our viewers Tim that red are the states that are designated we think good 
for Bush at this point blue for Gore and the gold states are in play and those gold states Florida as you 
mentioned Tom critical if George Bush wins Florida wins Pennsylvania wins Michigan race over if he loses 
those three states can he win yes but it is so hard he then has 12 states left he needs to capture ten of them 
and half of them have been won by the Democrats the last three races what about Al Gore Al Gore needs to 
gain close to 90 electoral votes 152 available let's start him with Florida if he wins Florida Michigan 
Pennsylvania he's 2/3 of the way there then he all he has to do is win his home state of Tennessee Bill 
Clinton's home state of Arkansas and Washington State in the Great Northwest a state which has gone 
democratic three times gore is home if Gore loses Florida Pennsylvania Michigan it's over it's over 
mathematically impossible 15 States true battleground town this election can go either way let's in let's talk 
about what our viewers can look forward tomorrow night we do know that we're gonna have polls closing in 


Florida early at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time it does not mean that we'll know who has won Florida because it is 
conceivably so close down there that our wizards in the analysis booth won't be able to make a 
determination based on the exit polls the exit polls if they show a dead even race or a candidate up 
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show a dead even race or a candidate up a pointer to throw them out we won't know anything then we have 
to wait until nine o'clock Michigan and Pennsylvania if that's too close to call we could be at 11 o'clock 
waiting for California this could be one of these chalk board elections time we could be here all night long or 
if there's movement towards one candidate we'll see it quickly in Florida at 7:00 and in Michigan and 
Pennsylvania at 9:00 p.m. we want to talk about a couple of the other states that are in play there Arkansas 
and Tennessee for example as you as we both know the bush people are counting on what they call the 
Dukakis states in the Upper Midwest Wisconsin lowa and Minnesota and what they call the clinton-gore 
states of Tennessee and Arkansas to get them home that's their firewall as they describe it and that's where 
George Bush was today trying to peel those away trying to say don't go with Al Gore come with me you 
throw in Delaware and New Hampshire New Mexico and Nevada and Oregon and those are the 15 
battleground states the candidates over the last three weeks Tom have spent 95% of their time in those 15 
states that's what we're watching tonight watching all day tomorrow and all night tomorrow night this race is 
too close to call all right thanks very much Tim Russert you'll be right in that chair tomorrow night with me as 
well we'll look forward to getting your analysis throughout the evening 


END 


